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Brookfield Zoo
3300 Golf Rd.
Brookfield, IL 60513-0719
(708)485-0263

Canal Corridor Association
220 S. State St., Suite 1880
Chicago, IL 60604
(312)427-3688

Chicago Academy of Sciences
2060 N. Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60614
(773)549-0606

*Chicago Botanic Garden
Lake Cook Road
P.O. Box 400
Glencoe, IL 60022-0400
(847)835-5440

*Chicago Park District
425 E. McFetridge Dr.
Chicago, IL 60605
(312)747-2200

*City of Chicago, Department of 
Environment
30 N. LaSalle St. #2500
Chicago, IL 60602-2505
(312)744-7606

The Field Museum
Roosevelt Rd at Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL 60605-2496
(312)922-9410

*Forest Preserve District of
Cook County
536 N. Harlem Ave.
River Forest, IL 60305
(708)366-9420

*Forest Preserve District of 
DuPage County
185 Spring Ave.
P.O. Box 2339
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
(630)790-4900

*Forest Preserve District of
Will County
22606 Cherry Hill Rd.
Joliet, IL 60433
(815)727-8700

Friends of the Chicago River
407 S. Dearborn St. #1580
Chicago, IL 60605
(312)939-0490

*Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources
524 S. Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701
(217)782-6302

Illinois Natural History Survey
607 E. Peabody Dr.
Champaign, IL 61820
(217)333-5986

*Illinois Nature Preserves Commission
524 S. Second St.
Springfield, IL 62701
(217)785-8686

*Kane County Forest Preserve District
719 S. Batavia Ave.
Geneva, IL 60134
(630)232-5980

*Lake County Forest Preserves
2000 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Libertyville, IL 60048-1199
(847)367-6640

Lake Michigan Federation
59 E.Van Buren St. #2215
Chicago, IL 60605
(312)939-0838

Lincoln Park Zoo
2200 N. Cannon Dr.
Chicago, IL 60614
(312)742-2353

*McHenry County Conservation
District
6512 Harts Rd.
Ringwood, IL 60072
(815)678-4431

*Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago
100 E. Erie St.
Chicago, IL 60611
(312)751-6634

Chicago Wilderness
Chicago Wilderness is supported by the Chicago Region Biodiver-
sity Council, an unprecendented partnership of public and private
organizations that have joined forces to protect, restore and manage
these natural lands and the plants and animals that inhabit them.

Chicago Wilderness seems to be an oxymoron, but this region
harbors some of the best remnants of our Midwest “wilderness”—
our native plant and animal communities—remaining on earth. It is

only through active protection, management and restoration that
the prairies, woodlands and wetlands comprising Chicago Wilder-
ness will survive.

The member organizations of the Chicago Region Biodiversity
Council, and the thousands of volunteers who work with them, are
pooling their resources and expertise to most effectively protect,
manage and restore the natural heritage of the central Midwest.

For information about Chicago Wilderness, visit our web site at www.chiwild.org.

Individuals can participate in Chicago Wilderness activities throughout the region.To learn about
these opportunities, call the Chicagoland Environmental Network (708)485-0263 ext. 396.

Organizations of the 
Chicago Region Biodiversity Council
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*Morton Arboretum
Route 53
Lisle, IL 60532
(630)968-0074

*The Nature Conservancy
8 S. Michigan Ave. #900
Chicago, IL 60603
(312)346-8166

Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission
222 S. Riverside Plaza #1800
Chicago, IL 60606
(312)454-0400

Openlands Project
220 S. State St. #1880
Chicago, IL 60604-2103
(312)427-4256

John G. Shedd Aquarium
1200 S. Lake Shore Dr.
Chicago, IL 60605
(312)939-2438

Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter
1 N. LaSalle St. #4242
Chicago, IL 60602
(312)251-1680

Urban Resources Partnership
c/o US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604
(312)353-2473

US Army Corps of Engineers,
Chicago District
111 N. Canal St. #600
Chicago, IL 60606
(312)353-6400

US Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604-3590
(800)621-8431

US EPA Great Lakes National Program
Office
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604-3590
(800)621-8431

US Fish & Wildlife Service
1000 Hart Rd. #180
Barrington, IL 60010
(847)381-2253

*USDA Forest Service
845 Chicago Ave. #225
Evanston, IL 60202-2357
(847)866-9311

USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service
603 E. Diehl Rd., #131
Naperville, IL 60563-1476
(630)505-7808

*USDI National Park Service
1709 Jackson St.
Omaha, NE 68102
(402)221-3471

*Organizations marked with an asterisk own and/or manage natural lands. Contact them for information
on visiting these lands to see the natural wonders of Chicago Wilderness.
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everything in nature. In general, guides to the
eastern U.S. will cover the Chicago region.



62 AN ATLAS OF BIODIVERSITY

Photo and art credits
Front and back cover; pps. 14-15, top; p. 18,
prairie violet, common cinquefoil, wild strawber-
ry, hoary puccoon, false toadflax; p.19, wild onion,
early goldenrod, Indian grass, heath aster; p. 31,
fox squirrel; p. 54, woods: Bill Glass. Cover but-
terfly/p. 60;Title page butterfly; p. 22, all images:
Ron Panzer. Contents page and p. 30, scarlet 
tanager; p.18, spiderwort; p.20, upland sandpiper,
dickcissel; p. 21, grasshopper sparrow; p. 30, hairy
woodpecker, northern oriole, ovenbird, red-headed
woodpecker; p. 31, red-tailed hawk; p. 40/p. 60,
moorhen; p. 41, sora rail: Rob Curtis. Pages 4-5,
p. 29, trillium in forest; p. 38, ladyslippers; p.59,
burn: Steve Packard. Pages 8, 9, 25, 30, 34, 36,
37, 38, 45, 48, 53, 59, graphics and artwork:
Corasue Nicholas. Page 9, esker: Jerry
Sullivan. Page 14,Turk’s cap lily: The Prairie
Arts/L. Gits & L. Godson. Page 15, drawing:
Nancy Halliday. Page 16, Dr. Betz; p. 54, fawn:
The Nature Conservancy. Pages16-17, fire;
p.33, massasauga; Page 55, photos: Lake County
FP. Page 17, drawing: Carol Lerner. Page 17,
new growth; p. 40, dragonfly: Dave and Lorene
Jagodzinski. Page 18, prairie phlox, David
Sollenberger. Page 18, prairie cinquefoil,
LeConte’s violet, prairie alum root; p. 18 and
Contents page, starry false solomon’s seal; p. 19,
Kalm’s brome, sky blue aster: John and Jane
Balaban. Page 18, common blue-eyed grass,
heart-leaved meadow parsnip; p. 19, prairie gray
sedge, copper-shouldered oval sedge: Ken Dritz.
Page 18, wild quinine, p. 19, prairie dock, rough
blazing star, little bluestem, New England aster:
Thomas Antonio. Page 18, rattlesnake master;
p. 19 marsh blazing star: Kent Fuller. Page 19,

yellow coneflower: K.Taylor. Page 19, bearded
wheatgrass; p. 54, committee: FPD of Cook
County. Page 21, sandhill crane: International
Crane Foundation. Page 23, bison; p.27/p. 61,
maple leaves; p.31, gray squirrel; p. 32, all images;
p. 33, gray tree frog and chorus frog; p. 34/p. 63,
Cowles’ Bog; p. 36, button bush; p. 39,Volo Bog,
sundew; p. 42/p. 63, river otter; p. 43, Blanding’s
turtle; p. 46, river; p.48, Fowler’s toad; p. 54, coy-
ote: James P. Rowan. Page 23, smooth green
snake: Kenneth S. Mierzwa. Page 24, bur oak;
p.36, smartweeds: Wayne Lampa. Page 24/p. 62,
marsh marigolds; p. 49, dunes; p. 58, before and
after photos: Bob Daum. Pages 26-27, drawings,
bur oak leaves: Lana Gits. Page 27, photo: Ralph
Thornton. Page 28, photo: Jim Anderson. Page
29, earth star; p. 42, beaver lodge, tree; p. 43, baby
snappers; p. 50, women building lodge: Ind.
Dunes Nat. Lkshre. Page 29, coral fungus: Jack
Murphy. Page 30, bluebird: Kim Harris/TNC.
Page 37, 45, photos; p.47, stream; p. 57, pollina-
tion: USFWS. Page 38, both photos; p. 39, grass
pink: Steve Byers. Page 41, egrets: Joe B.
Milosevich. Page 44, fish; p. 47, fish, channelized
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index
alewife die-offs, 49
algae blooms, 45
aquifers, sand and gravel, 38
Arboretum, U. of Wisconsin, 56

beaver lodges, 42
beaver dams, 42
Betz, Dr. Robert F., 16, 57
Big Marsh at Lake Calumet, 41
Bigelow, Ellen, 14
birds, prairie, decline in, 21
bogs, 39
butterfly monitors, 57

Cahokia, Illinois, 50
calcareous seeps, 38
calcium in ground water, 38
Chain O’Lakes State Park, 54
Chicago Lake Plain, 11
Chicago Outlet, 11
Chicago River, 11, 46
Chiwaukee Prairie, 43
Class A streams, 46
Class B streams, 46
Clean Water Act, 46
climax, regional, 48
coal deposits, 6
communities, natural, 13
Cowles, Henry Chandler, 48

fires set by Native Americans, 17, 50
flatwoods, 28
floodplains, 46
forbs, 15
foredunes, 48
Forest Preserves, Cook County, 54
Forest preserves, creation of, 54
Forest Preserves, DuPage County, 54
Forest Preserves Kane County, 54
Forest Preserves, Lake (IL) County,

54
Forest Preserves,Will County, 54
Forest Service, US, 54
forests, 29
Fox River, 38, 47
fungi, 29
fur trade, 42, 50

glacial drift, 6
glaciers, 6
Goose Lake State Park, 54
Grand Calumet River, 46
grasslands, exotic in Chicago 

Wilderness, 17
gravel terraces, 38
Great Lakes Basins, 6
grubs, 16

high dunes, 48

Ice Age, 6
Illini, 50
Illinois Beach State Park, 11, 48, 54
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore,

48, 54, 58

Jensen, Jens, 54
Joliet, Louis, 23
Joliet Arsenal, 54

Kankakee River, quality of, 46
kettleholes, 8

Lake Calumet, 35
Lake County (IN) preserves, 54
Lake Michigan, 49
Lake Michigan History, Calumet 

Lake stage, 10
Lake Michigan History,Chippewa 

Lake stage, 10
Lake Michigan History, Glenwood 

Lake stage, 10
Lake Michigan History, Nipsissing 

Phase of Lake Michigan, 10
Lake Renwick, 40
lakes, dystrophic, 45
lakes, stratification and turnover, 45
lakes, eutrophic, 45
lakes, oligotrophic, 44
lakes, nutrient cycling in, 45
land use, 53
loess, 11

mammals, wetland, 42
maple sugar, 50
marl, 38
Marquette, Pere, 23
mastodons, 50
McHenry County Conservation 

District, 54
Michigan, Lake, basin, 6
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie,

17, 23, 54
Miocene Epoch, 14
Moraine,Valparaiso, 8, 1l, 44
moraines, 8
Moraines, Lake Border, 11
muck, 37
mycorrhizal fungi, 29

National Park Service, 54
National Wildlife Refuges, 54
native towns, 50
Native American crops, 50
Nature Conservancy,The, 58
North Branch Prairie Project, 58

organic soils, 37
outwash, glacial, 6, 8

pampas, 14
peat, 37, 38
Pennsylvanian period, 6
Perkins, Dwight, 54
plains, East African, 14
Pleistocene, 6
plow, steel moldboard, 14
population growth, 53
Potawatomi, 50
prairies, 14
prairies, brushy, 16
prairie restorations, early projects, 56
prairies, shortgrass, 15
prairies, tallgrass, 14, 15
prairie types, 16
proglacial lakes, 8

root systems, prairie, 17 

Sag Valley, 11
sand savanna, 26, 48

Deer Grove Preserve, 54
Deere, John, 14, 52
Des Plaines River, 6, 11
Des Plaines Conservation Area, 54
dolomite, 6
drain tile, 35
drought on prairies, 14
DuSable, Jean Baptiste Point, 51

ecosystems, 13
emergent plants, 36
esker, 9

fens, 38
fens, graminoid, 38
Fermi National Accelerator Lab, 23,

57
fire-dependent, 15, 16

savannas, wet, 26
savannas, 26, 57
Schulenberg Prairie, 56
Schulenberg, Ray, 56
sedge mat, 39
Silurian period, 6
soil pH, 38
soils, 11
soils, prairie, 16
spring run, 38
Spring Bluff Preserve, 43
steppes, 14
streams, channelized, 47
streams, headwater, 46
streams, low-order, 46
streams, mid-order, 46
succession, ecological, 48
succession, prairie, 17
Swink, Floyd, 58

till, glacial, 6
tufa, 38

vernal pond, 32
Visitation esker, 9
Volo Bog, 39
Volunteer Stewardship Network, 58
volunteers in ecological restoration,

58

Watts, May T., 56
wetland losses, 35
wetlands, 34
wetlands, legal definition, 35
wigwam, 51
Wisconsin glacial stage, 6
wooded communities, 24-25
woodlands, open, 27, 57, 58
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alum root, prairie, Heuchera richardsonii, 18
ash, black, Fraxinus nigra, 28
ashes, Fraxinus spp., 25, 29
aster, heath, Aster ericoides, 19
aster, New England, Aster novae-angliae, 15, 19
aster, sky-blue, Aster azureus, 19
basswood, Tilia americana, 25
beech,American, Fagus grandifolia, 29
birch, bog, Betula pumila, 39
blazingstar, cylindric, Liatris cylindracea, 15
blazingstar, marsh, Liatris spicata, 19
blazingstar, prairie, Liatris pycnostachya, 15
blazingstar, rough, Liatris aspera, 15, 19
boneset, false, Kuhnia eupatorioides,15
boneset, tall, Eupatorium altissimum, 15
box elder, Acer negundo, 25
buckthorn, common, Rhamnus cathartica, 27, 59
buckthorn, glossy, Rhamnus frangula, 39
bulrush, reddish, Scirpus pendulus, 15
bush-clover, round-headed, Lespedeza capitata, 15
buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis, 36
Carex stricta, 37, 43
cattail, narrow-leaved, Typha angustifolia, 36
cattail, broad-leaved, Typha latifolia, 15, 36
cherry, black, Prunus serotina, 27
cinquefoil, prairie, Potentilla arguta, 18
cinquefoil, common, Potentilla simplex, 18
clover, purple prairie, Dalea purpurea, 15
compass plant, Silphium laciniatum, 15
coneflower, yellow-headed, Ratibida pinnata, 15, 18
cranberries, Vaccinium macrocarpon, 39
culver’s root, Veronicastrum virginicum,15
dogwood, red-osier, Cornus stolonifera, 36
dropseed, prairie, Sporobolus heterolepis, 15, 16
duckweed, Lemma spp., 36
elm,American, Ulmus americana, 29
fleabane, daisy, Erigeron strigosus,15
fungus, earth-star, Geastrum sp., 29
gentian, closed, Gentiana andrewsii, 15
gentian, stiff, Gentiana quinquefolia, 15
gentian, fringed, Gentiana crinita, 15

goldenrod, Canada, Solidago canadensis, 15
goldenrod, early, Solidago juncea, 19
goldenrod, gray, Solidago nemoralis,15
goldenrod, Ohio, Solidago ohiensis, 38 
goldenrod, stiff, Solidago rigida, 15
goldenrod, tall, Solidago atlissima, 15
grass, big bluestem, Andropogon gerardii, 15, 16, 38
grass, blue-joint, Calamagrostis canadensis, 16, 37
grass, common blue-eyed, Sisyrinchium albidum, 16
grass, prairie cord, Spartina pectinata,15, 16 
grass, Hungarian brome, Bromus inermis, 17
grass, Indian, Sorghastrum nutans,15, 18, 38
grass, Kalm’s brome, Bromus kalmii, 19
grass, little bluestem, Andropogon scoparius,15, 19, 38
grass, marram, Ammophila brevigulata, 48
orchid, grass pink, Calopogon tuberosus, 39
grass, side-oats grama, Bouteloua curtipendula,15, 16
grass-of-parnassus, Parnassia glauca, 38
hazel,American, Corylus americana, 24, 27
hickory, shagbark, Carya cordiformes, 24
hickory, bitternut, Carya ovata, 24
hoary pucoon, Lithospermum canescens, 18
hoary vervain, Verbena stricta, 15
hyacinths, wild, Camassia scilloides, 27
indigo, white wild, Baptisia alba,15
iris, blue-flag, Iris virginica, 15
joe pye weed, Eupatorium maculatum, 26, 37
ladyslipper, stemless, Cypripedium acaule, 39
lakeside daisy, Actinea herbacea, 56
leatherleaf, Chamaedaphne calyculata, 39
lettuce, smooth white, Prenanthes racemosa, 15
loosestrife, purple, Lythrum salicaria, 36, 59
lotus,American, Nelumbo lutea, 45
maple, black, Acer nigrum, 25, 27
maple, red, Acer rubrum, 29
maple, silver, Acer saccharinum, 29
maple, sugar, Acer saccharum, 25, 27, 58
marigold, marsh, Caltha palustris. 24
meadow parsnip, heart-leaved, Zizia aptera, 18
milkweed, whorled, Asclepias verticillata,15
moss, Sphagnum, 39

mountain mint, Pycnanthemum tenuifolium, 15
oak, black, Quercus velutina, 16, 28, 48
oak, bur, Quercus macrocarpa, 16, 24, 26, 27
oak, pin, Quercus palustris,26, 28
oak, red, Quercus rubra, 24
oak, scarlet, Quercus coccinea, 27
oak, swamp white, Quercus bicolor, 26, 28
oak, white, Quercus alba, 24, 27
obedient plant, Physostegia virginiana, 15
onion, wild, Allium canadense, 19
onion, nodding wild, Allium cernuum, 15
orchid, white-fringed, Habenaria leucophaea, 57
phlox, prairie, Phlox pilosa, 18
pimpernel, yellow, Taenidia integerrima, 27
pitcher plants, Sarracenia spp., 39
plum, wild, Prunus americana, 24
poison sumac, Rhus vernix, 39
prairie dock, Silphium terebinthinaceum,15, 19
Queen Anne’s lace, Daucus carota, 17
quinine, wild, Parthenium integrifolium, 15, 18
rattlesnake master, Eryngium yuccifolium, 15, 18, 22
sedge, copper-shouldered oval, Carex bicknellii, 19
sedge, prairie gray, Carex conoidea, 19
skunk cabbage, Symplocarpus foetidus, 35
spiderwort, common, Tradescantia ohiensis, 18
spurge, flowering, Euphorbia corollata, 15
starry false solomon’s seal, Smilacina stellata, 18
strawberry, wild, Fragaria virginiana, 18
sundew, Drosera spp., 39
sunflower, saw-toothed, Helianthus grosseserratus, 15
switchgrass, Panicum virgatum, 15
tamarack, Larix laricina, 39
toad flax, false, Comandra umbellata, 18
violet, LeConte’s, Viola papilionacea, 18
violet, prairie, Viola pedatifida, 18
walnut, black, Juglans nigra, 24
wheatgrass, bearded, Agropyron trachycaulum, 19
wild rye, Canada, Elymus canadensis, 15
willow, Salix spp., 36
winterberry, Ilex verticillata, 39

alewife, Alosa pseudoharengus, 49
bass, largemouth, Micropterus salmoides, 46
bass, smallmouth, Micropterus dolomieui, 46
beaver, Castor canadensis, 42
bison, Bison bison, 23
blackbird, red-winged, Agelaius phoeniceus, 41
blackbird, yellow-headed, Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus, 40
bluebird, eastern, Sialia sialis, 31
bobolink, Dolichonyx oryzivorus, 20
checkerspot, Baltimore, Euphydryas phaeton, 57
cormorant, double-crested, Phalacrocorax auritus, 41
cranes, sandhill, Grus canadensis, 21
creek heelsplitter, Lasmigona compressa, 46
darter, Iowa, Etheostoma exile, 46
darter, rainbow, Etheostoma caeruleum, 47
dickcissels, Spiza americana, 21
egret, cattle, Bubulcus ibis, 41
egret, great, Casmerodius albus, 41
elk, Cervus elaphus, 23
fritillaries, 19
fritillary, aphrodite, Speyeria aphrodite, 22
frog, bull, Rana catesbeiana, 43
frog, gray tree, Hyla chrysoscelis, 33
frog, western chorus, Pseudacris triseriata, 32
garter snake, Chicago, Thamnophis sirtalis semifasciatus, 23
garter snake, plains, Thamnophis radix, 23
goose, Canada, Branta canadensis, 42
grebe, pied-billed, Podilymbus podiceps, 40
green darner, Anax junius, 40

green snake, smooth, Opheodrys vernalis, 23
harrier, northern, Circus cyaneus, 19, 21
hawk, Cooper’s, Accipiter cooperii, 31
hawk, red-tailed, Buteo jamaicensis, 31
heron, black-crowned night, Nycticorax nycticorax, 41
heron, great blue, Ardea herodias, 41
Hines emerald, Somatochlora hinena, 40
lake trout, Salvelinus namaycush, 49
massasauga, Sistrurus catenatus, 33
meadowlark, eastern, Sternella magna, 20
meadowlark, western, Sternella neglecta, 20
mink, Mustela vison, 42
moorhen, common, Gallinula chloropus, 40
moth, root-boring, Papaipema, 22
moth, rattlesnake master, Papaipema eryngia, 22
muskrat, Ondatra zibethicus, 42
oriole, northern or Baltimore, Icterus glabula, 30
otter, river, Lutra canadensis, 42
ovenbird, Seiurus aurocapillus, 31
owl, short-eared, Asio flammeus, 21
passenger pigeon, Ectopistes migratorius, 27
peepers, spring, Pseudacris crucifer, 32
perch, yellow, Perca flavescens, 49
ribbon snake, northern, Thamnophis septentrionalis, 23
ribbon snake, western, Thamnophis proximus, 23
river redhorse, Moxostoma carinatum, 46
salamander, blue-spotted, Ambystoma laterale, 32
salamander, four-toed, Hemidactylium scutatum, 32
salamander, smallmouth, Ambystoma texanum, 32

salamander, southern two-lined, Eurycea cirrigera, 32
salamander, spotted, Ambystoma maculatum, 32
salamander, tiger, Ambystoma tigrinum, 32
salmon, coho, Oncorhynchus kisutch, 49
sandpiper, upland, Bartramia longicauda, 20
sea lamprey, Petromyzon marinus, 49
shiners, Notropis spp., 45
skippers, 19
snake, Kirtland’s, Clonophis kirtlandii, 43
sora, Porzana carolina, 41
sparrow, Henslow’s, Ammodramus henslowii, 20
squirrel, fox, Sciurus niger, 31
squirrel, gray, Sciurus carolinensis, 31
sunfish, longear, Lepomis megalotis, 44
tanager, scarlet, Piranga olivacea, 30
teal, blue-winged, Anas discors, 40
tern, black, Chlidonias niger, 40
toad, Fowler’s, Bufo woodhousii fowleri, 48
turkey, wild, Meleagris gallopavo, 27
turtle, Blanding’s, Emydoidea blandingii, 43
turtle, snapping, Chelydra serpentina, 43
wood thrush, Hylochichla mustelina, 31
woodpecker, downy, Picoides pubescens,
woodpecker, hairy, Picoides vilosus, 30
woodpecker, red-bellied, Melanerpes carolinus, 31
woodpecker, red-headed, Melanerpes erythrocephalus, 30
wren, marsh, Cistothorus palustris, 40
zebra mussel, Dreissena polymorpha, 49
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